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The one great rule 
of composition is to 
speak the truth. 


—Thoreau 
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‘Heads Must R 


‘No Matter 
How Big’ 
Shepperd Says 


AUSTIN 
Attorney General John Ben 
Shepperd, fighting hard 
against a sea of hostile head- 
lines, s2vs here that criminal 


indictments will be brought 
within two weeks charging 
“misrepresentation, fraud, 


swindling, and theft” in the 
scandal-rockel veterans land 
program. 

In a special interview 
Texas Observer. Shepperd gave 
signs that h be ready for a 
break with Shivers Adminis- 
tration by saying: 

“I’m not anybody's lackey. We 
brought insurance suits all during 
the (summer) campaign and Shiv- 
ers raising cane all along. If I had 
had anything on this land thing. 
I would have brought it into the 
ppen-—campaign or no campaign.” 

And the heads must roll, he said. 

He told 150 journalists Friday 
night at College Station: 

“T insist that every head involved 
in this scheme must roll.” 
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the 





Promising “there will be no 
whitewash—nothing will be cov-} 
ered up—nothing will be sup-} 
pressed,” he said pointedly that | 
those responsible for the scandals 
in the land program “will be} 


| 


brought to justice —no matter how | 
big they are or how big they have | 
been.” | 

Bascom Giles, Land Commis- | 
sioner for eight terms and a mem-! 
ber of the Land Board with Shep- ' 
perd and Shivers, refused to qualify | 


for his ninth elective term as Land | 


then. | 


Shepperd’s remark launched the | ble revisions. And with it will 


expectation that Giles’ 
dal will not last much longer. 

Shepperd told this newspaper } 
with a flash of bitterness that if he | 
made a mistake about Giles, “I was | 
not by myself.” 

“He was elected to the Land Of- 
fice eight terms,” he said. “He was 
head of the Masonic Lodge in 
Texas. Last September the State 
American Legion officially com- | 
mended him for his excellent ad- | 
ministration of the veterans‘ land | 
program. And one million Texans | 
elected him on the first Tuesday of | 
November. If I made a mistake in| 
judgment, I wasn’t alone.” | 

The Attorney General has been 
under heavy grilling by Jimmy 
Phillips, the cigar-puffing Angleton | 
senator who has been reading into | 
the record documents showing that | 
Shepperd’s office made _ inquiries 
into group land deals as early as 
March, 1954. | 

Phillips has not called Giles since 
the beginning of his one-man in- | 
quiry. Nor has he called Shivers. ! 

Questioned on his feelings about | 
Phillips investigations, Shepperd | 
said angrily: 

“Mr. Phillips is a master of ask- | 
ing loaded questions. I don’t think | 
he*is interested in getting to the | 
bottom of anything. He is more in- 
terested in getting to the top of 
the headlines than to the bottom of 
anything.” 

Asked about “the condition of the 
public morality in Texas,” Shep- 
perd replied: 

(Continued on Page 5) 





absence | probably come another repre- 
' | ’ th 
from the headlines about the scan- | sentative slice of the Univer- 


“LCJ,” presumably Laurence C 
of the Veterans’ Land Board, notes 
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Official Photostat 
Jackson, then executive secretary 


above that on June 23, (1953), 


he told one of the twosereal estate agents handling the York 17-vet- 
eran group land deal “of the $90,000 offer we have made to Sen. 


Bell.’ 
ator John J. Bell of Cuero, now a U 
in the deal 


The deal was closed at $99,200 a few months later. State Sen- 


SS. Congressman, was interested 


Bell said in a wire from Washington two weeks ago 


that he had not represented any group land deal promoters. Senator 


Crawford Martin, Hillsboro, 


member of the 


Senate investigating 


Committee, had the York deal master file containing this note and 


other explosive material, but he did 


not refer to the material in his 


public questioning and returned the file to the Land Board. 





It comes back again this 


week, perhaps in some state 
Commissioner since January 1. He | Of mutilation, from a special 
has been incognito in Austin since | Subcommittee 











. ment to 
| sity of Texas student body to c 


Tuition Fight Rages 


AUSTIN shoulders from the doorways, to 
Just like a song, a bill = pig tony: sone Oe 
which would double tuition at; “Ime OF Mem, along wee 
‘ : members of the House of Repre- 
state supported colleges and si ; : , 

mination keene coming sentatives and a member of the 
seeing i I CUs“"5 Railroad Brotherhoods, spoke 
back to haunt the House Edu- against the proposed _ legislation. 

| cation Committee. There was no testimony given 


favor of it. 
The author of the bill, Rep. J. O. 


10ught education 
juvenile 
ommunism. 


} 
| 


was no impedi- | 
delinquency or 


Gillham, did not exactly endear 

assigned to a “ to = ee pgp 

. ‘ew the editorial fire o aily 

study the measure for possi- S7SY Me ecnorle , / 
y : . _— Texan Editor Shirley Strum the 
following day) when he said he | 





protest the bill—in any form. In fact. he stated, he thinks stu- 
More than 100 students packed | dents might not be having it hard 
| the committee hearing room last! enough. “It might help,” he said, | 
'week, some standing for three ;“if we didn't make it too easy on 
‘hours and others peering over ‘em.” (Continued on Page 7) 


We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
see it. 
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Bell Acted For Seller 
In Land Deal—Note 


By Ri‘ 
Edit 
Ser 


Governor Allan Sh 
veteran applicant that 
be hurried up with 
Giles that he was sur: 
Observer has learned 

The letter is dated 
partment stationery. 

Shivers was a memb 





Senate Buries 


Corbin Move 


Shivers, Acers Partne: 


In a Feed Business 
AUSTI 

Senator Kilmer C 
drive to establish that 
rice Acers, executiv 
tant to the Governor, 
ducting private busin: 
out of the Governor's 
was debated and d 
overwhelmingly, and h 
lution against Acers w 
punged”’ from the Sen 
ord last week. 

Acers told The Texas 


an interview that he 
“to dignify” ‘Corbir 
with a general comn 
said he thinks the 
“taken excellent care 
ter.” 


Corbin said the 
resolution from the 
precedented, and, he 
paper: 

“Some of those bird 
ate who go along t 


follow the leader 
in a corner with tl 

He said that 
along” has “always 
in the Senate. You’'rs 
to raise your voice ag 
that yes on,”’ he said 
bates as last week’s 
been going along a ior 


the Lubbock senat« 
(Continued on P 
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Just a Little Attention 


(Bonnie Swem is a beautiful 
girl who is studying journal- 
ism at the University of Texas 
Often she goes out to the Aus- 
tin state mental hospital to 
talk to the patients and lead 
them in games. She has writ- 
ten a story, and there will be 
more.) 

* 

By BONNIE SWEM 

(First of a Series) 
AUSTIN 
Let’s call him Jack. He 
little Negro boy, about 14. 
When he came to the Austin 
mental hospital, he was six years 
old. A ward for Negro male 
adults, with human excrement 
on the floor much of the time, 
and bars on the windows, was 
the only ward available for the 
little boy. He sat; he did not 

talk. 


is a 


Years passed. He sat; he did 
not talk. He watched the men 
around him. No one in the hos- 
pital remembered his saying a 
word, but then Jack’s doctor 
had 400 patients to see each day. 

The doctor decided to try an 
experiment though. This much 
he could do, as rushed as he 
was: each day he would see 
Jack, shake his hand, and say 
guod morning. 

The doctor went by every day. 
Still Jack showed no reaction. 
He hung head and did not 
speak. 

After two months, Jack looked 
up at the doctor. A few days 
later he smiled. A week later he 
said hello. Then Jack began to 
talk to the other patients and 
members of the staff. 

Jack was reached by individ- 
ual attention, by thoughtfulness. 


his 


Then the doctor becam 
had to discontinue his 
rounds. No one could fir 
to see the little boy 

Jack regressed again 
stepped out of himself; 
been disappointed onc 
his need for love and 
need to love. He sat 
speaking, only listening 
babble of the adult ment 
of his ward 


Finally he was transfer 
another hospital. Ther 


probably three now i 
Someone who is me 
is the world’s’ most 
person—and the most 
Doctors who must see 
tients a day, and a staff 
must spread itself an 
sands of patients, hav« 
volunteer workers to Sup] 


(Continued on Page 5 
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AUSTIN 
to a request from a 
eteran group land deal 
applicant and Bascom 
xpedite” it, The Texas 


1 is on Executive De- 


ans’ Lard Board, along 
Shepperd and Giles, who 
qualify for his ninth 
Land Commis- 
the first of this year 
veterans’ land program 
be splattered with scandaL 
deal—the sale to 
2,333 acres of Robert- 
y land for re-purchase 
7 veterans—United States 
in John J. Bell of Cuero, 
te senator, was made an 
$90,000 by the Veterans’ 
ard, judging from a note in 
il’s master file signed “LCJ.” 
ice C. Jackson was then ex- 
ecretary of the Board. He, 
esigned since the investi- 
started. 
sssman Bell said in a wire 
newspaper on February 8 
answers are no” to expli- 
tions whether he ever acted 
of land promoters before 
Land Board. 
te in the file reads: “The 
came by 6-23 and 
n of the $90,000 offer we 
e to Sen. Bell. LCJ.” Batey 
tey of Seguin, one of the 
agents who were 
i by the owners of the 
bert E. York and John E. 
Victoria, to sell it. The 
vas Ralph Slocum of 


as 


ame 


, 


Batey, 


“tote 
Stale 


A finally approved 

price of $99,200 in late 

1953. Initial appraisal val- 
nd at $64,238 

nitial appraisers re- 

it was “a questionable 

1 bad project” barely a 

the Shivers letter was 


tacted in Victoria on the 
y this. newspaper, said 
i Blair lost $20,000 on the 
paid $8,000 to the two 
handle the land’s sale, he 
ting there was no fraud 
He said the State’s ap- 


probably increased because 


Blair refused to take less 
000. He and Blair did not 
whom the land was sold, 


- Crawford Martin, Hills- 
member of the Senate 
ieman) Investigating Commit- 
ing into the land scandals, 
the full file of this case, in- 
» the Shivers request and the 
te, but when he questioned 
fore the full Senate com- 
he did not develop this ex- 
material 
charged after the hearing 
ippraisal in the deal had 
ed 100 and he 
know why 
Jimmy Phillips, Angle- 
ther member of the commit- 
Continued on Page 5) 
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per cent, 


To Accelerate 


er’s Collegiate Diction- 
ays on page 352: 

expedite ... 1. To accelerate 
progress of; to 

To execute or 

through with dispatch 

dispatch; to issue offi- 


process or 
tate 9 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art. 
JEFFERSON 


The Scandals 


This newspaper has no desire to foster scandals. 

They depress us terribly. We love our fellow man, and in 
the failings of those now implicated, we see our own carried 
but a few steps along. And we see the presert and forthcom- 
ing mortification of the wives and children of those who 
have wronged the public good 

But we must print what we find. No newspaper worthy of 
the profession can do less than that 

We are very sorry to say that, although we may be wrong 
about it, the scandals appear merely to have begun. 

We urge and caution all our friends and readers to exer- 
cise maximum mental care about these matters; to remem- 
ber that a newspaper's facilities for reséarch and publica- 
tion are limited and may lead to errors and injustices, even 
with every effort to be fair; and to reach no fast conclusions 
until all the facts have emerged, have been debated by per- 
sons of the various political dispositions, and have been sub- 
mitted to and judged by the orderly processes of justice in 
cases where the law may have been violated. 

The purpose of printing information about public men; 
which may raise questions about their official conduct is | 
not properly to give vent to personal or political antagon- | 
isms. The only proper reason for such publication is the 
dedication of a newspaper to print all facts of public con- 
cern, and, editorially speaking, to a correction of the custom | 
among some of our officials of using their status in the com-| 
monwealth for private gain. 

Let us think clearly, too, about the difference between | 
asking that a matter be “expedited” for a friend—a thing 
deplorable but common in a democracy of representatives— 


private gain. The one is contrary to the spirit of fair play 
and therefore very serious. The other is criminal. 

Wherever the truth leads, the press must follow. It 
dark time in Austin, and we are not happy to be in the 
storm; but we will not go indoors until it is over. 


Giles in the lw 


Bascom Giles may have already been granted legislative 
immunity from any court suit in Texas in connection with 
the veterans’ land scandals. 

He invoked the Texas Fifth Amendment behind the closed 
doors of the Hardeman Committee, but they questioned him 
for several hours, anyway. . 

They should have told him they were not interested in 
anything he had to say if he would not tell them everything 
—but they did not. | . 

The real fear is abroad among lawyers around the Austin 
Club and the Austin Hotel lobby that bv insisting that the 
former Land Commissioner answer questions after he had 
once invoked his constitutional immunity. the Senate com- 
mittee may have granted him immunity from court prosecu- 
tion in fact, though not by formal vote. 

Section 3 of Article 5429a of Texas law says that if a man 
is required by a legislative committee to testify over his 
objections after having invoked his constitutional immunity, 
he “shall not be subject to indictment or prosecution for any 
transaction, matter, or thing concerning which he truthfully 
testified or produces evidence.” 

In Ferrantello v. State, it was held that this law could be 
the basis for a defense against charges covered in questions 
answered truthfully before a legislative committee under 
that committee’s insistence. Verbal insistence can mean 
almost anything. 

We know it sounds incredible. It may be denied. But only 
time will tell. A lot of Austin lawvers are betting that were 
a court suit brought against Giles, the first plea would be 
that he has been granted legislative immunity in fact. One 
such lawyer is retained by Bascom Giles, and his name is 
Clint Small. 

We will read the secret Senate testimony with interest to 
see who, if anyone, “insisted’”’ that Giles answer questions. 


With Apologies to Morse 


Now that Senator Morse has joined the Democratic Party, 

aybe Governor Shivers will find it in his heart to save the 

publicans from lacklustre by announcing that he is one of 
them. 
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and the deliberate abuse of public policy and public trust for | PLUTO REPORTS 


King of Lobbyists; 








Duck Hunt, Distant View 


AUSTIN 


King of the Lobbyists is a much debated title in many 
legislative sessions, but not this one. For several years this 
distinction was claimed by many for Austin Attorney Ed 
Clark, but now he’s being challenged by former Speaker 
Claud Gilmer of Rock Springs. 


Clark brought to the State 
Capitol and Texas Politics by 
ormer Governor (now Federal 
Judge) James V. Allred. He served 
as Allred’s and as Secre- 
tary of State. This gave him a taste 
: and he learned to enjoy 
the great and near great 
Ramsey and Clark are both 
San Augustine, and 
was elected lieutenant gov- 
1950. Clark’s star began to 


was 


secretary 


cs 

being near 
Ben 
fr when 
Ramsey 
ernor ir 
rise 

Clark now wks after 

interests of Southwestern 
Telephone Co., South Texas 
tilit Southland Life Insurance 

Southwestern Life Insurance 
Brown & Root, Texas Power 
and Light Co., and others. Clark's 
partner, Everett Looney, has ap- 
peared as counsel for several of the 
witnesses before the Senate Com- 
mittee investigating the Veterans’ 
Land Board scandal 


] ; 
i@Els 


tne 


ities, 


Claud Gilmer was speaker of the | 


House of Representatives in 1945 
and served in the House in 1947 
His good friend, Durwood Manford 
of Smiley, became Speaker in 1949 
and was succeeded by Reuben Sen- 
terfitt, also from Gilmer’s hill 
}country. Senterfitt served in 1951 


| within a year, Lamar State College | 


finance leeply 
about 
and other 
“single 


the 


loan and 
concerned 
lation, 
portant 
Thus 

nte 
among 
when al] 


to retire 


companies 
“corrective” legis- 
s interested in im- 
shop” legislation 

battle It will 
the fight 


yeal 


goes on 
resting to observe 

the lobbyists 
“old friends” 
seek differer 


be 
ext 

are s xpecte a 

t offices 
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The Texas Observer ran a series 


of news stories and editorials about 
the Governor’s Seventh Annual 
Duck Hunt some time Now 


DacK 


comes the Feb. 13 issue of “Parade,” | 


a newspaper supplement, with the 
following article: 


BEAUMONT, TEXAS | 


Businessmen in this oil-booming 
corner of southeast Texas decided 
seven years ago that, if you scratch 


a politician, you'll find a_ duck- 


hunter underneath. Trying to per- 
suade the state to convert Lamar 
| Junior College into a state techni- 
cal school, they hit on a three-day | 
|duck shoot in the Gulf marshes 
west of here to win influential 
friends. The idea worked perfectly: 


|of Technology was born 


|}and 1953. Gilmer is now reported to | 


| be “close” to Speaker Jim Lindsey 


Clark is known to be an intimate | 


| 
| friend of the presiding officer of 
| the Senate; Gilmer has a widely 


known affection for Speakers. Up} 


|to that point they are even 

The real edge which Gilmer ap- 

parently has on Clark is his friend- 

|ship with the Governor. Clark has 
been a Shivers man, and 





never 


| quit when we got what we wanted,” | 


The trip was such a success that 
it has been an annual event since 
(It has continued to pay “divi- 
dends,” too; a recent example is a 
highway construction program.) 
“We couldn’t be inhospitable and 


a businessman explains. Each year, 
the trip attracts the governor, the 
lieutenant governor and a quorum 
of state senators. The most recent 


, that fact is well known among poli- | trip also attracted Parade’s David 
ticians and folks interested in State|P. Preston, who took the pictures 


|} Government 
| Gilmer helped Shivers carry Texas 


|for the Republicans through “Dem- | $1,500 a 


locrats for Eisenhower” and has 
| busied himself in Shivers’s interest 


| whenever there was need. 


of the lobbyists” 
| pressive list of clients, but the Gil- 
}mer people claim that Gilmer has 
the real “plums.” Samples of the 
Gilmer legislative clients are the 
Interstate Theatres, the toll road 
people, gas producers—who are 
making an all-out effort to get 
price fixing authority on natural 
gas for the Railroad Commission— 











On the other hand, |on these pages 


cost of the 

trip borne by 
mont, Port Arthur and Orange bus- 
iness. Texas Oil donates a boat and 
its crew; Gulf Oil the camp; the 


The 


1S 


The Clark supporters for “king | Port Arthur Hunting Club, the duck | 
point to his im-| blinds. An informal organization of 


businessmen handles the planning 
and serves as guides 

It also enforces a rule that no 
politics may be discussed on the 
trip. Open season on politicians 
comes later; local leaders ca drop 
in at the capitol and make the 
area’s requests as one old hunting 
pal to another. 99 


| Texas at Large 


Shivers Gone, 
And Maurice 
Misses Him 


Governor Allan Shivers seems to 
lost interest in the Legisla- 
this year. In previous sessions 
job keeping 
on his program, with 
working with 
team out 


have 
ture 
h 


e has tl 


peen on tne a 
watchful eye 
a well-trained crew 


keep his 


rs to 
Now, while the Legislature is 
up late with water bills (the num- 
ber one problem according to Shiv- 
ers’s address to the Legislature) 
trying to find out who is to blame 
for the mess in the Veterans’ Land 
Board (of which the Governor is a 
searching for a painless 





jaunt—about | 
Beau- 


|} tax to pay for the Governor's multi- 
|}million dollar recommendations 

|struggling with numerous labor 
| bills advocated to “correct” the 
| Port Arthur labor difficulty (an- 
| othe r part of the Shivers platform), 
| Shivers is getting in a little golf at 


| Palm Springs, Calif 


Maurice Acers, a Shivers 
ecretary, is missing the warm hand 


|of the boss. Senator Kilmer Corbin 
| keeps asking questions about Acers 
| and his business dealings, and At- 
|torney General John Ben Shepperd 
|has sued Acers’ third cousin in the 
land board cleanup. 

Observers at the hearings at 
Investigating Committee 





} the Senate 

| think Senator Jimmy Phillips has 
| forgotte that there are others on 
ithe three-man Veterans’ Land 
Board. His shots are all aimed at 


Shepperd, with hardly any mention 
of Shivers or former Land Commis- 
sioner Bascom Giles, neither 
whom have testified freely before 
the committee. Does the Senato: 
really “just want the facts”? 

Grand juries in Texas 
pected to get in the land cleanup 
with some indictments against 


of 


are ex- 


soon 


the law violators. This may bring 
about more action than have the 


debates in the Legislature. 

. Speaker Jim Lindsey seems 
very attentive to the Governor's 
wishes. Oldtimers say he had better 
hear former Speaker Reuben Sen- 
terfitt’s story of “always a brides- 
maid but a bride.” 

New cars are in evidence in 
great numbers in the Legislature 
Prices may be better now that the 
automobile dealers are in a battle 
before the lawmakers. 

Lightning seems to 
struck Senator Dorsey Hardeman 
‘now that he has been Governor for 
ia day and addressed the Tennessee 
Legislature. He may be a candidate 
for Governor, but it’s not clear yet 


never 


have 


whether it will be in Texas or 
| Tennessee. 

| . Insurance is rumored to be 
{near the time for attention. John 
| Van Cronkhite should be grateful 
| for the diversion created by the 
| Vets’ Land Board scandal, but it 


looks as though he’s going to get 
some attention. One question will 
be asked all Insurance Commission 
|members and employees: “Have you 
ever, while employed by the State, 
solicited campaign funds for any 
candidate?” 

This is worrying a certain 
Insurance Commission member and 
an employee who allegedly made 
the rounds for some candidates last 
year. 

Some of the state senators 
|have been concerned about the 
Governor’s vacation in California 
during the full heat of the land in- 
vestigations and the Corbin resolu- 
tion. One, Parkhouse of Dalas, told 


John Osorio that they had raised 
Shivers’s pay to be Governor of 


Texas, not Governor of California. 
The person who recounted the story 
was not sure whether Parkhous? 
was serious or joking. 

.... Three state courts have re- 
cently knocked down state fair- 
trade laws—Nebraska most re- 
cently. The only bill resembling a 
fair trade measure this session in 
Austin is the used-car bill. Non- 
franchise dealers apparently would 
be cut out of the new car trade by 
the proposal. 

Senator Rogers Kelly, Hi- 
dalgo, may get opposition in 1956 
from James S. Bates, Hidalgo DA. 
Senator Corbin expects Rep. Gill- 
ham of Brownfield to run against 
him. 
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Holmes Says He'll Run It Right—What Happened to Leon? 


AUSTIN | 


Does anyone remember the gen- 


* $ tieman who ran third in the first 


primary of the last Governor's 
race? 

It was disturbing to realize the 
name had already slipped our mind. 
There was an _ additional shock 
when the first fellow we came 
across couldn’t remember either. 


The third person questioned did, 


{him to run last year. 


“Statewide television 
well staffed organization, 
trips all over Texas,” he said. “It’s 
too bad Texans expect a man to 
spend a couple of million dollars | 
for that office, but if that’s what | 
they want, I’m going to give it to 
them next time.” 

He won't say how much it cost |} 

“It seemed 





and told us it was J. J. Holmes, of | like a lot to me,” he said, “but it 


course. 


J. J. Holmes and his crackers | 


and cheese campaign. It’s easy to 


remember now, but it did take 
some memory jogging, and six 
months wasn’t so long ago. The 
reason, we decided, was that 


Holmes hadn’t been sold to the peo- 
ple of Texas like so much soap. 

Holmes wasn’t sold like anything, 
in fact, but he hopes to remedy the 
situation. 

We talked to him and he very 
definitely plans to run again in 
1956. He’s going to give the people 
of Texas what he now thinks they 
want—a wide open campaign in 
majestic, big time style. 


was nothing compared with what 
Shivers and Yarborough spent.” He 
thinks about $2% million was spent 
on the Shivers campaign, and about 
a million and a half dollars for 
Yarborough. 

Holmes, an Austin contractor on 
a statewide scale, said he is al- 
ready working up an organization 
for his 56 campaign. After the first 
primary last year he threw what 
support he had to Gov. Shivers— 
and he thinks this move had some- 
thing to do with the outcome. 
“Shivers would’ve lost if the elec- 
tion had been held two weeks ear- 
lier,” he said. “I think I helped 





” 


some. 


and radio | 


Holmes § still 


fourth term,” he said. 





'added: “But I don’t like machine 
rule whether it’s liberal or conser- 
| vative.” 

% 

| Thinking about political cam- 
paign costs set us to remembering 
one race that will never be forgot- 
ten. We had been trying to track 
down a fellow named Leon Huff. 
He was never a candidate, but he 


Holmes describes himself as | 
“more or less a conservative.” He | Molly and Texas Ross 
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Interpretive 











isn’t on friendly | worked for a gentler 
broadcasts several times a week, a|terms with the Governor, though. | peddled flour and po 
flying | “He’ll get whipped if he runs for a ja mint out of one anc 


| the other. 
Leon struck out 


| paign trail of 1938. O 
jisters vividly: “Sing 
Well Leon sang 
|played real 
| O’Daniel won it 
what happened to O’Dar 
never could find Lé« 
ler, now a member 
ture and a former R:z 
missioner who once 
O’Daniel at his owr 
most of the story. 
| Leon, the big 
crooner and leader 
band, was given 
State after the 1938 
was in charge of cleri 
the motor pool for 
general’s department 
bry in Austin, and he 
two years. 

One night during the 
paign somebody knocks 
Sadler’s door. “This fell 


pretty 





PUBLIC EDUCATION 





Texas Falls Short 
In Another Phase 


(First of Two Articles) 


AUSTIN 

As the Legislature enters. the 
second month of its biennial ses- 
sion, this year emerges as a crucial 
one in Texas public education. 

The vision of a system of free 
public education that springs from 
the roots of the fight for inde- 
pendence continues strong in the 
tradition and aspiration of our his- 
tory. 

A national crisis in education, 
which finds resolution if not solu- 
tion in President Eisenhower's sug- 
gestion that Congress launch the 
federal government on a program 
of federal aid for school construc- 
tion, provides the backdrop for our 
own State’s dilemma. 

Because Texas is a growing state 
both economically and in popula- 
tion, public education responsibili- 
ties, which in every state are dif- 
ficult, have reached critical propor- 
tions here. There is no possibility 
in sight which indicates that our 
responsibilities will take any other 
course in the next two decades 
than they have since World War II, 
and growing inadequacies which 
have resulted from patchwork solu- 
tions in the past promise, unless 
dealt with immediately, to snowball 
into even larger problems. 

In 1949, with the passage of the 
Gilmer-Aikin program, Texas was 
launched upon a major effort to 
correct the chaotic conditions which 
prevailed in the public school sys- 
tem. At that time the State was 
committed to a minimum founda- 
tion program, below which no 
school system was to be permitted 
to fall. In 1954 the Legislature 
changed its original formula for 
state aid by pushing down to the 
local levels more financial respon- 
sibility for their school systems. 
Even after the effect of this act, 
however, Governor Shivers esti- 
mates that from some source the 
Legislature will have to raise 
about $21 million additional in the 
next two years unless it intends to 
again retreat from the 1949 formula. 

In describing the “progress” of 
our public school system in the last 
few years, the Governor exhibits an 
optimism with which it is difficult 
to agree. For example, the Na- 
tional Education Association ranks 
Texas 2lst among the states in 
classroom teacher pay, although 
only last year a special session was 
necessitated to bolster up teacher 
salaries. In _ school enrollment, 
Texas ranks fourth, but in amount 
of money spent for capital improve- 
ments in 1953-1954, it ranks eighth. 
This year it is estimated that Texas 
will rank no higher than 26th in 
the amount of current expenditures 
per student. Against the progress of 
other states in recent years and the 
common assumption that since 1949 
Texas has assumed a high rank in 
education, these figures do not spell 





progress. 


But the most disappointing fact 
which emerges from the Govern- 
or’s policy as presented to the Leg- 
islature in his opening address is 
his conception of important educa- 
tional problems as being mainly of | 
a financial nature. For example, he 
proposes placing state aid allot- 
ments to counties from the Avail- | 


able School Fund on the basis of | 


students who actually attend school 
This would have the beneficial ef- 
fect of discouraging local officials | 
from countenancing mass absences 
among students such as those who 
are seasonally employed in agricul- 
ture. With this suggestion few will | 
argue; with his assumption that it | 
ought to be undertaken and justi- | 
fied on the basis that it will mean 
a saving to the people of $7.7 mil- 
lion in the next two years many | 
will disagree. If the suggested | 
changeover actually results in re- | 
duction of state aid by $7.7 million | 
at a time when our school system 


|By Countryside o and Town 


Let's Run Check 
~ Of Ex-Commies 
_ False Perjurers 


NEW WAVERLY 
“He needed the money paid him 
)as a witness,” explained one of the 
pet caged Communists in extenua- 
tion for another one who bore 
|false witness against Owen Latti- 
more and in the Texas case, in 
which the Attorney General im- 
| ported a set of these kept Commun- 
ists. Though their witnessing seems 
|to be mercenary and political, the 
| testimony of these trained, paid and 
|kept imposters who, having actu- 
|ally been Communists, have turned 
with a faked conversion to making 
\their living as professional wit- 
/nesses, has been accepted and in- 
| sisted upon by attorneys general. 
| Hardly a crowned head in the 
darkest days of tyranny and op- 
pression gave a more disturbing 
| example of the use of paid wit- 
| nesses against plain men being 
|tried for political offenses. Small 


is falling behind its needs, it can | wonder that at least one Congress- 


only be a retreat from facing up to | Man 


the situation. If, on the other hand, 
the “saving” contemplated is 
mere paper transaction or an as- 


is demanding that Attorney 
General Brownell prosecute this 
man for perjury. 

But what of the others? What of 


sumed economizing, it contributes | all those men and women who, for 
nothing to the solution of any prob-|@ price, have diligently helped to 


lem, least of all the problem of 
schoo] standards. 
* 

Many persons interested in edu- 
cation throughout the Nation see in 
the public school problem elements 
which financing or economizing 
alone cannot solve. Ours is a grow- 
ing school population; moreover, in 
Texas there is a significant shift 
from rural to urban schools accom- 
panying population changes. The 
problem of distributing state aid in 
such a way that cities will not be 
penalized because of rapid influx 
of students is not so much a prob- 
lem of amounts as it is one of fair- 
ness and efficiency. 

It is also recognized that many 
of our school districts are too small 
to support adequate schooling for 
their students, a problem which the 
quest for economy does not reach. 
Other organizational changes in 
county school administration are in- 
dicated for sound administration. 
These questions are vital to the fu- 
ture of public education in the 
state, and their answers require 
more than a financial approach for 
solution. The Governor did not deal 
with them in his message 

The leadership which produced 
the Gilmer-Aiken program six 
years ago is not evident in the 
present hold-the-line policies which 
have been followed since. The as- 
sumption that Gilmer-Aikin is the 
edifice rather than the foundation 
of a sound education policy for 1955 
not only does the architects of that 
program an injustice, but obscures 
the fact that in the light of growing 
needs the State is falling short in 
measuring up to the traditions of 
public education in Texas. 


| spread the dry rot of fear through- 
lout the Nation? What punishment 
| for them? How define so great a 
| crime? 


We needa to hear again the calm 
and steady and cheerful voice 
which, lifted in the midst of pan- 
demonium and crashing confidence, 
spoke to all Americans recalling 
them to their heritage of courage: 
“We have nothing to fear but fear, 
itself!” 

Wouldn’t it be interesting if in 
addition to prosecuting the ex- 
communists for perjury, we could 
have a look at their income tax 
returns: That used to be one way 
of getting at bootleggers. Perhaps 
it will work with false witnesses. 
Or maybe not, because I do not 


Integrity of the People 


To the Editor: 
Please allow me t 
you on the excellent pay 
and your staff ars 
Texas has long needed 1 
that are not afraid 
information and indi‘ 
still believe in the integrit 
American people . 
_L. D. PETTEY 
Bremond Pr 
Calvert T: 
Bremond, T 
* 


From Dallas 


To the Editor: 
The Texas Observer 
newspaper and I’m 
it come to my desk 
We have some of ft 
jectives: Mostly to get tl 
the people at a time wi 
lies are being told. Our 
is the only Democrati 
Dallas county; 
few that we get hers 
truth about the scand 
Power to you.... 
ELTON L. MIL 
Editor-Put 
The White 
Dallas, Texa 


yours ] 





think there is a bl 
return. Or would it come 
frustrating “other 

is supposed to cover th 
ends of a farmer’s sal 
that always says “explair 
How explain perjury wit! 





approval? 





Frankly Speaking 





By FRANKLIN JONES 


miles by airplane to spe 


he was Leon Huff and that he was 
quitting O’Daniel,” says Sadler. “He 
said he was quitting because 
O’Daniel was a hypocrite, that the 
Governor had broken his pledge to 
the people.” 

Sadler thought it over and fig- 
ured it might help his own cam- 
paign.-He jhired Huff and a steel 
guitarist from the O’Daniel band 
named Kermit Whalin. They joined 
Sadler’s Cowboy Stringsters and 
pushed on into the closing weeks 
of the campaign. 

“It didn’t help a bit,” said Sadler. 
“In fact it hurt me. Folks got mad 
at Leon instead of O’Daniel. They 
didn’t like Leon quitting the king.” 

Sadler recalls that Leon didn’t 
it much after the 1940 cam- 
believes he went into the 
business in Austin. “I 
about him after 


sing 
paign. He 
furniture 
didn’t hear much 
that,” says Sadler, 
The next—and last—thing he 
heard was just about two years ago. 
Leon was dead. “He died of a heart 
attack while boarding a bus. In 

Sherman I think,” says Sadler. 
—WLB 








Disturbing 


To the Editor: 

Thank you for reporting so tem- 
perately the disturbing situation in 
one of our fine public libraries, a 
library which has had much influ- 
ence on library standards in its 
area. 

And thanks to Glenn Brooks too 
for his articles on bookselling in 
Texas... 

The Texas Observer gets better 
with each issue. 

MISS E. S. GOREE 


Burnet, Texas 
* 


Another Good Word 
To the Editor: 

May I say that this paper of 
yours is truly one of the best buys 
in the journalistic field. I enjoy 
reading it from cover to cover .... 

Cc. T. JOHNSON, 
Austin 


* 


Good News 
To the Editor: 

My son sent me your issue of 
Feb. 7 from Austin. I let a friend 
look at it and today there have 
been 15 people read your paper. 
Please send me your paper for one 
year ... 

You probably will have other 
subscribers if you have any old 
January or February issues left. 

Cc. D. KIRKHAM 
Cleburne, Tex. 
We've got plenty of them.—Ed.) 





ment disguised as giverment. It 


Maybe Old George Authorized Those Land Deals 


Written for The Texas Observer 
MARSHALL 
The Texas Heritage Foundation, 


| 
| 


dreds of thousands of ; 

the American Way of Lif 
The piece I like best 

lection 


informative pamphlet entitled | who votes to abolish tl 


“Freedom’s Advocate.” In a fore- 
word to a collection of speeches by 


| 


not attending, and to d 
the institutions of 


John Ben Shepperd, we are told/not participating in 
that he is a member of 25 boards |my friend and neigh! 
and commissions of the State Gov- | speak: 

ernment; often puts in an 18-hour | 


evening plane at the end of the 
day’s work to meet a speaking en- 
gagement, returning late at night, 
to be the first at work the follow- 
ing morning; and that he has trav- 





eled three-quarters of a million 


“He likes to turn all 


working day; frequently boards an | bilities over to his 


When it’s time to vot 

the jury, he says, ‘I 

it.’ It was George who ¢ 
war. It was George who ran 
public debt. It was Georg: 
thought up the idea of big 


is entitled Ur San 
Inc., has published an inspiring and | Nephew.” He seems to be 


was George who thought up this 
dictatorial idea of ‘paramount 
rights,’ by which a fat bureaucracy 
calling itself ‘the people’ can tram- 
ple on people. George is responsi- 
ble for the men in government who 
put party above country, and votes 
above both. He is responsible for 
the man in office who puts loyalty 
to his crooked friends above loyalty 
to God and his fellow citizens.” 
You know, I'll betcha it was 
George who signed the minutes of 
the June 1 meeting of the Vet- 
erans’ Land Board that authorized 
the 77-Veteran Block land sale in 
Webb County known as the La 
Moca Club deal, while Uncle Sam’s 
nephew was up in the air. / 





Photostats Show Shivers Role In ‘53 | Je 


Bell ‘Interested’ Jackson Said 


Above, a letter on the stationery of a former execu- 
tive secretary of the Veterans Land Board, Alvis Van- 
dygriff, tells Laurence Jackson that Senator Bell is 
“interested” in the York deal and will call him; and 
shortly thereafter Jackson tells two appraisers of 
Bell’s interest and urges “every consideration pos- 
sible.” 


These are photostats from the master 
file on the 17-veteran York group land 
deal in the Veterans’ Land Board offices. 
Above a Corpus Christi doctor asks Gov- 
ernor Shivers to ask Bascom Giles to give 
the deal “earliest attention,” and Shivers 
writes to the doctor and Giles that he’s 
sure Giles will “expedite” it. Right, two 
appraisers relate how none of the veterans 
showed up for the appraisal. Below, Ap- 
praiser McLeroy (later overruled) tells 
Giles and executive secretary Lawrence 
Jackson that the York deal is “question- 
able” and “a bad project.” 
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Just a Little Attention A 


(Continued from Page 1) 
part.of the friendship and indi- 


vidual attention the patients 
need. 
Some 200 Austin men and 


women and University students 
go out to the hospital once a 
week, laymen who try to com- 
pensate by companionship for 
the lack of individual psychi- 
atric care and attention each 
patient needs. 

I was a volunteer last year. 
Eighty-five per cent of the peo- 
ple I met were curable. They 
could have been my friends out- 
side of the hospital if Texas, the 
land of superlatives, could af- 
ford to give its mentally ill the 
care and treatment they need. 

But instead I climbed the two 
flights of rickety iron stairs to 
the recreation building. 


I met “Mrs. Morgan.” She has 
been in the hospital ten years. 
A schizophrenic whose family 
ean afford the psychiatric lux- 
ury of a private institution often 
leaves the hospital within a 
year. “Mrs. Morgan” may have 
to be institutionalized for the 
rest of her life. 


She was a small woman, but 
I noticed her expressive hands, 
her long tapering fingers. 


Her hair was dirty and in pig- 
tails. The hem of her faded 
dress almost reached her shabby 
sandals. She had not bathed in 
several days; bathroom facilities 
are limited. 


Her eyes were frightened eyes 
—but her hands were beautiful 


She asked me after I had 
known her several months if I 
enjoyed classical music, and 


to the antique up- 
with Beetho- 


walked over 
right and began 
“Moonlight Sonata.” 


ven’s 

Her music had a depth and 
understanding I have _ seldom 
heard, but she only played for 


me once. 

“Jimmy” wore a hat the first 
time I met him; he was em- 
barassed because he had not 
been able to have a haircut. 

He was a University graduate, 
a history major interested in an- 
cient Greek and Roman civiliza- 
tion. A brilliant conversational- 
ist, he wanted someone to talk 
te, someone to listen to him. 

“Jimmy” wants to do gradu- 
ate work when he_ graduates 
from the hospital. But this might 
not be until 1965. 

He told me once, “My mother 
put dope on my eggs for break- 
fast; that’s why I’m here, and 
I’m so afraid—I hate her.” This 
distrust and hostility toward his 
mother might explain his illness. 
The explanation would help him 
to walk out of his fog of hell. 

But “Jimmy’s” case has not 
been classified. 

Few are. 

I did not find the roots of 
these people’s problems and con- 
fusion, but I am not a psychi- 
atrist. 

I did find friends. 

(To be continued) 





SHEPPERD MENTIONS PRISON, 
AND ‘HEADS MUST ROLL’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 

“Well, I'll say this—the public 
confidence in the public morality is 
at a low ebb. That brings us back 
to the bad-apple-in-the-barrel the- 
ory. I’ve still got confidence in the 
public officials of Texas and any- 
time I haven't I’ll quit.” 

Of the land scandal, involving 
land promoters who often solicited 
veterans to sell their rights to get 
cheap-interest loans from the State 
for the purchase of plots of land, 
Shepperd said: 

“I think it’s a disgrace, and a 
sad commentary on—” 

He buried his head in his hands 
and went on— 

“It bothers you from the stand- 
point that the records were gone 
over by the State Auditor in 1951 
and 1953—the State Comptroller 
paid out the money. The records are 
in order, and regardless of what 
you may think of Governor Shivers, 
or of me, had those meetings been 
held there would have been nothing 
in the record to show that anything 
‘was wrong.” 

To date, Shepperd, Robert Trotti, 
his first assistant attorney general; 
John Osorio, legal adviser to Shiv- 
ers; Maurice Acers, executive sec- 
retary to Shivers; and Dennis Wal- 
lace, chief clerk of the Land Office, 
have branded the official minutes 
of the Land Board hearings as 
“false” and “discredited.” Former 
Land Board executive secretary 
Laurence Jackson, who has re- 
signed, says that he “doesn’t under- 
stand” such testimony—that the 
records were not falsified. 

Shepperd had said Friday night 
that “a monstrous swindle” in the 
land program was “conceived even 
before the enactment of the land 
bill in 1949.” The swindlers waited 
until the program started and then 
“launched their nefarious plans,” 
he said. 

Asked in the interview if this 
plan included the omission of any 
penal provisions from the veterans’ 
land law, Shepperd replied: 

“Yes. And some of the companies 
that pulled these deals were formed 
between the time the amendment 
passed (1946) and the time of the 
enactment of the law (1949).” 

Shepperd said he had conferred 
with DeWitt, Bexar, and Travis 
County grand juries and would be 
conferring with such juries in 
Uvalde, Zavala, Guadalupe, Karnes, 
Kleberg, Kinney, and Maverick 
counties. 

Criminal indictments will be 
brought by grand juries. The At- 
torney General’s office has no 
criminal jurisdiction except in anti- 
trust actions. 


Shepperd said his office has been 
on a 16-hour day and a seven-day 
week since October 22. “We took a 
day off for Christmas,” he said. 
Up to now, 90 group deals have 
come under investigation, he said. 
(There are 156 in the record involv- 
ing more than five veterans.) Last 
week Shepperd brought to ten the 
State’s civil suits for recovery of 
money paid out by the State to 
land promoters who are charged 
with fraudulently petitioning the 
State on behalf of veterans. There 
are 25 promoters and $1,604,000 in- 
volved in the suits. 

“We've got all sorts of tips,” 
Shepperd said. “We even got one 
story about a dentist who got a 
veteran’s rights under the program 
in exchange for a set of false teeth. 
We checked it—and it was true.” 

The leads are “still developing,” 
he said. He had said three weeks 
ago that the irregularities were 
“not as big as we thought,” and that 
“the end is in sight.” 

Even in cases where “every vet- 
eran is satisfied,” he said, the State 
will bring at least one test case on 
the theory that the State paid too 
much for the land. 

Pointing his comments at Giles 
again, Shepperd argued against 
charges that Trotti, his first assist- 
ant, was negligent in not acting on 
a letter sent him in June charging 
that the wife of H. Lee Richey, ap- 
praiser involved in many of the 
high valuations, was receiving a 
part of some real estate commis- 
sions. (Mrs. Richey emphatically 
denied this.) The letter, from C. P. 
Spangler, said the group land deal- 
ings would make Duval County 
troubles look like a “bubble.” Trotti 
had said he had referred it to Giles. 
Shepperd said: 

“Giles denied any such deal was 
pending. Trotti said to him, ‘Now, 
Bascom, you know that we want to 
know about anything like this Me- 
lado deal that ever looks 
promotion.’ ” 


not approve the 150-veteran Melado 
deal on Hidalgo County Land in 
1954 after conferring with the erst- 
while promoters and receiving pro- 
tests against the deal from veterans 
in the Valley. 

Determined to reverse the trend 


of the headlines before his own 
political prospects are destroyed, 
Shepperd summarized his mood 


Friday night when he told the jour- 
nalists at College Station: 

“Some of the former ‘land ex- 
perts’ will soon get a new idea of 
Texas land when they are picking 
cotton on a Texas prison farm.” 





—RD 


like a| 


Shepperd, Shivers, and Giles did | 


(Continued from Page 1) 


| tee, did not see the York file, Ma: 
}tin told this newspaper. Martin in 
leffect took personal responsibility 


|for not Ceveloping the information 
|““They’ve assured me the file is be- 
ing developed,” he said of Land 
Board officials, but if it is not, he 
said, he “certainly will develop it 
at a later time.” 

“There was some letter in there 
—it looked like somebody was try- 
ing to push this thing,” Martin said. 

“I didn’t find anything in there 
that was illegal that I could see,” 
he said. “I didn’t feel that it was all 
on my shoulders.” At one point in 
the discussion with this reporter, 
Martin exclaimed: 

“I don’t know 
clean!” 

Mistrust and suspicion is, in fact, 
seeping into the personal relation- 


whose hands are 


ships of many legislators and 
newsmen in this scandal-racked 
Capitol. 


Substantial rumors of other quite 
unrelated irregularities in the Gov- 
ernment are now being investi- 
gated. 

And it is understood on excellent 
authority that Giles, a key man in 
the entire land blow-up, may have 
powerful protection in the Senate 
and may have already been granted 
legislative immunity from prosecu- 
tion in the courts. (See editorial, 
page 2.) 

Phillips has been questioning At- 
torney General Shepperd severely 
for several weeks. He has not called 
Shivers or Giles. 


Shivers Letter 


The Shivers statement that Giles 
would expedite the deal seems to 
have been in response to the re- 
quest of a Corpus Christi political 
supporter who was one of the vet- 
erans involved. There is no infor- 
mation of any kind in the file link- 
ing Shivers to the sellers of the 
land to the State. 

The veteran, medical doctor A. J. 
Ashmore of Corpus Christi, was one 
of 15 doctors, one lawyer, and one 
dentist who went in together on 
the “Mitchell Lake Ranch” in Rob- 
ertson County under the veterans’ 
land program that permits veterans 
|to buy land through the State at 
three-per cent interest with 40 
|years to pay. York said from Vic- 
toria that the 17 men wanted the 
land for hunting and fishing and 
that a number of them are “quite 
wealthy.” 

Ashmore wrote Shivers on Feb. 
18, 1953, that “the enclosed list of 
men and I” had made application 
for the land. “Would you be kind 
enough to ask Mr. Giles to give 
this his earliest attention?” Ash- 
more asked Shivers. “I have been 
told that it takes months to com- 
plete a transaction of this kind.” 

Ashmore started his letter thank- 
ing Shivers for “the Christmas re- 
membrance,” perhaps a Christmas 
ecard, and for “the Inaugural Invita- 
tion.” He closed thanking Shivers 
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ppraisal Raised, Price 
Raised Again in York Deal 


One w 
two 


eek after the S 


Land 


30ard 


E. B. McLeroy and N 
turned in an appraisal tt 
was worth $64,238. Johnsor 
ically told the House con 
vestigating the land scar 


week that he woul 
(The House 
tee did not go into the S} 


last 
this appraisal. 


Bell matters, either.) | 
Burkett, Kerrville, chairma: 
committee, led the quest 


Johnson and York 


The Appraisals 





In their appraisal, McLé« 
Johnson said that the land 
tion had poor roads and 
swampland unusable for 
ture, and that a “very SI 
bull-dozing job had beer 
the land. They capitalized 
PY” and a complete senter 
ing that only one tract wa 
appraised in excess of the 
price. They concluded with t 
tence: 

In a memorandum dated M 
1953, McLeroy said the tw 
had agreed that only one of t! 
tracts was “worth the asking | 
They referred to the whole 


“such a questionable deal 
said “we knew it was a 
ject.” This particular lette 


to lead up to something 
rogatory about the deal, at 


point the letter appears 
been cut. Then there i 
paragraph. The two part 


pasted onto another sheet 
(See the photostat, page 5 

It was stated on reliable a 
that some parts of the 
this case are “missing 
files.” Sen. Martin said he« 
know about it if such was t 

Two weeks after the Ma 
memo, on March 18, 195: 
wrote Ashmore, the same mar 
ers had assured that the dea 
be expedited, that “the apr 
reports covering this ir 
have become lost” and we 
traced. 

Subsequently, Giles o1 
sent out Harry Nolen, another 
Board appraiser, to re-appr 
land. Nolen returned an 
of $86,655 on July 9, 1953 
$22,417 higher than the MclI 
Johnson appraisal. (The not 
the $90,000 offer to Bell wa 
ably written shortly after 
1953.) 

Nolen said in his appra 
some fences had been add 
reported that he _ thought 
parts of the land were w 
an acre and other parts $ 
acre. 

There is an unexplained 
the master file that ap; 
means that “Baldridge, B 
and Jones” sold 886.8 acr« 
2,333-acre tract for $27.61 pe 
The final sale price to 
was about $42.50 per acre 





for his “many kindnesses in the 
past.” 

Shivers referred the matter to 
the Veterans’ Land Board, writing 
Ashmore on Executive Department 
stationery: 

“T am sure he (Giles) will do 
everything he can to expedite your 
_ application.” 
| <A copy of the letter was sent to 
| Giles. It is this copy that is in the 
| Ashmore master file in the Veter- 
|ans’ Land Board records. 

Governor Shivers was out of the 
| state over the weekend and could 
|not be reached for comment. 
| 











Compliments 


BUIE'S 


Inc. 


STAMFORD, TEXAS 


















































to a letter signed by 

lace, chief clerk of the 
and acting chairman of 

i Board in Giles’s absence, 
in August, 1953, that 

of the 17 applicants had 

) establish their eli- 
the program. “An 
ran may file an appli- 
land covered by Mr. 


adie to 
nder 


vet 


1 the 


Williamson,” Wallace wrote 
ugust 6 
the Bell matter: the present 


igressman from Cuero led the 
ative campaign for the veter- 
and program in the Texas 
is understood on excellent 
thority that Bell later became in- 
lved in group deals other than 
> York deal. 
Witnesses at 
enate committees 
eek that- Bell 
but the 
pinned down. 
In the York file, in addition to 
he Jackson notes about the $90,000 


both House and 

mentioned last 
had been inte 
matter was not 


ffer to Bell, there are several 
ntions of Bell’s interest (see op- 
e page). 


The Texas Observer picked up 
1earsay in Cuero that Beil might 
so involved and accordingly 
ired him asking if he had ap- 
peared before the Land Board. He 
plied by wire that he had com- 
ied with requests of “many vet- 
applicants” to get informa- 

“at no retainer.” He was asked 

if he had repre- 


return wire 
nted any “sellers of blocs of land 
fore the Board.” He did not re- 


accordingly, a letter was sent 
him once again asking the gen- 

ral question about whether he had 
epresented group land promoters 
nd other questions referring to 
pecific promoters. 
On Feb. 8 at 11 a.m., the follow- 
telegram was received in Aus- 
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A Dog-Hating Veterinarian 


KENEDY, TEXAS 
(Reassured somewhat by the re 
sponse to his first series on prohi- 


bition, we 
tion to our 
that he might 
comments on the 
in his town, It was a 
* 
By DAN STRAWN 
Kenedy Correspondent 
The Texvas Observer 


continue with hi 
+} 


mistake 


I had been interested in doing an 
article on Doc Husky and his love 
for dogs for some time. He is a 


veterinarian in Kenedy, about 7 
years old i most fervent 
like for anything canine. However 


with 


some unsuspecting souls bring their 
precious pets to him for treatment, 


and some pranksters 
others to him 

Doc 
since 


in this community 
and his son Dallas 
reportedly rode in on a 
miles and made their first 
operating on mules and 
Dallas became the financial 
of the community, 
holdings in land, 
race horses, oil 
drilled), and in the cattle business 
Doc continued to be a veterinarian 
preferring treating 
to high finance. 

Dallas died 
a heart attack 
tirement still practicing on 
sions and still even treating a few 
dogs. He has a lean 
face, leathery skin, a native draw] 
a keen wit, and a limited dog prac- 
tice. I never knew why he 
like dogs until I found out that his 
brother had died from hydrophobia 
as a child. 

I encountered 


has been 
1930. He 


money 


norses 


rent 


about a 
Doc is in 


year ago o 
semi-re- 


occa- 


ai in't 


Doc at the Goff 


Hotel and told him that I would | 
like to get some information for 
an article on the great dog lover 


He was delighted 
“Maybe I won't get no more dog 
business,” he said 


Then he reminisced. “A lady 
brough in one of them little pop- 
eyes Japanese sons-a-bitches. I 


was operating on the dog's eyes and 
stuck a knife in the li 
dog’s eye so 
and the 
bucket 


had been using to 


of creosote dip there 





dogs 
fleas that I thought was water. I 
threw it in her face and she came 
up sputtering and that was the | 
I saw of her, t She didn 


back no more damn dogs neith 
“Another woman brought me 


of them litle leopard dogs x 


went so far as to men- 
Kenedy correspondent 


ways of the people 


lis- 
recommend 


s 
co up! e of 


wizard |! 
piling up sizable | 

property, 
wels (which he 


horses and hogs 


a 


rectangular | 





The 
Texas 
Mind 


| Oh, thank you,” she said 

| After she had gone Doc took the 
behind his barn, tied it up 
three days without 


dog out 
and left 
food 
The lady came 
and asked 
yuld he eat now 


He’s just old 


it there 


back 
how 


after three 
days her dog was, 


ana we 





fine,” Doc 


said 
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We after he was gone, | took 

| him be hind my mule barn and sh 
1a! ed old dog between the 
es with a twenty-two rifle, and 
ired coal oil over him and piled 
wood on top of him and set 


| ¢ 
lh afire and burned him up 
le A few 
é came 
- Skea 
jing ab I 
I've got 
lid all 


days later id mar 
back 
how his dog was do- 
shook my head and told 
bad news, George. | 
I could for him. I gave 
ja shot. but he just couldn't stand 
}it. He asked me how much he 
»wed me for the shot and I told 
two and a half and he paid it 
My nigger helper asked me how | 
ld charge and a half for a 
| thin like that. I said hell—he ain't 
r than 
the same.” 
thoughtful ther 


him 








two 


else and 


nobody 
them 


pecame 
' 
m going to get 
] 


twenty-two shells so I can va 


them all with my target 


Sala 
* 
1other anecdote told 


| r 
il i 


about a dog. A woman carri: 
ittle cocker spaniel to him one 
av and complained 


Doctor, this little dog won't eat 
thing I put before him. He just 
vorries me to death, the poor 
weet thing. I just don’t know what 


Well, you just don’t worry 


i 1 about that.” Doc said You 
lu ist leave him with me about three 
}or four days and when you comé¢ 
I'll guarantee you he'll eat.’ 





Highest Compliment 


Kenedy county survey 
Austin recently and 
Governor Shivers. The 
G nor asked ‘Do y 1 know 


Alas, ves.” said 
Well said the 


1 him not to writ 


Strawn? 
) surveyor 
Governor, “tel 
hing about me.” 











1} with 


mea new Dox! 


starved, 
you to 


He'll eat like he was and 
first thing I want feed 

old potato peelings.” 
* 
memorable 

and his 


| My most 
Doc 
when |! 


experience 
dogs happened 
was on a hay deal with 
him. We had made a deal with 
peanut farmers to some 
grass hay on my farm. He 
was discussing the shortcomings of 
peanut farmers in general when a 
lady drove up in front of his house 
where we were sitting on the front 
ch. He walked out to meet her 
and when I saw her lead a German 
Shepperd dog out of the car, I fol- 


some bale 


Johnson 


por 


lowed too, for I knew what was 
going to happen 

“Are you Doctor Huskey?” she 
inquired 

“Yes, I am,” he answered 

‘Well, one of my friends recom- 


mended you to me as a dog doctor. 





DAR Claims 49 Books 
Unfit For School Use 





ABILENE , copied from those of The Educa- 
The Daughters of the American | tional Reviewer. 
Revolution has labeled “undesir- The books studied by the DAR 
able” 59 books now found in Texas committee were textbooks adopted 
public schools and approved by the State of Texas, 
Objections to the “bad” books are]as well as several standard refer- 
that they are either objectionable | ence books such as the encyclope- 
from some degree of “socialistic dias 
slant” or “other deficiencies.” 
= ee Mrs. Harwell said some of the 
No explanation was made of what ke w : 
“other deficiencies” involves seems ware enamines ty 9 Tits 
. : Thomas J. White of Indianapolis, 
The report from the DAR came]Ing. and Mrs. Harry Bunnenberg 
from Mrs. E. L. Harwell of Abilene, | 9f Vernon 
chairman of a statewide DAR m- : “as 
statewide DAR Cor Mrs. Harwell identified Mrs 
mittee on Investigation of Text- rs. a: ah , 9 
‘ White as a “well known reviewer 
books. The Abilene Reporter-News te 
; and Mrs. Bunnenberg as a member 
revealed that 12 of the 49 volumes 
of the DAR. 
were used in Abilene public] | f ; 
schools ‘. — oO erehe the porn 
oun “socialistic” or otherwise 
The committee : 2d j ts | ar i 
ua “ Rh. “ae tee pncosptetuin n = deficient” included: 
ot satisfactory” rating portions of = as : . 
The Encyclopedia Britannica and e Building America Series, 


“Old World Lands” (Barrows 
Parker - Sorenson); “English in 
Action, Course 2, 1950,” J. C. Tress- 
jler; D. C. Heath & Co.) Magruder’s 


The World Book Encyclopedia 
Mrs. Harwell said she has mailed 
her report to all 92 DAR chapters in 


pre gra ange se porsag ot Mat | “American Government,” 1949 edi- 
: te penools askec “TS: | tion (Allyn-Bacon); “Geography of 
Harwell last week whether the] a —o 


Lands Overseas” (MoConnell; Rand 
| McNally, 1951); “People and Prog- 
ress,” Curriculum Foundation, sixth 


DAR criticism would justify thei 
expulsion from student use. He re- 
quested specific details of what the | 














I have been having all sorts of HS? : | grade; “Wings to Adventure,” basic 
trouble with my dog here. She adverse criticism includes reading series, sixth grade; “Door- 
|} seems to be terribly nervous. She Mrs. Harwell made reference to| ways to Discovery,” basic reader, 
|howls all the time the car radio is, Unfavorable reviews” given many | seventh grade; “Adventures in Ap- 
playing and seems to be losing of the books by The Educational preciation, Literature,” Cook; “Eco- 
| weight,” she said | Reviewer of New York. This is 4|/nomics for Our Times,” Smith 
| “Well, any of them other so-| Publication of conservative policies.|“your Marriage and Family Liv- 
lealled veterinarians around here | She indicates that her committee's ing,” Landis, and “Encyclopedia 
| would charge you twenty dollars | findings either paralle] or were! Americana, Volume 27.” 

for what I'm goin’ to tell you, but | — ges > comm > gav “ atis- 
I'll tell vou free. Just take the dog | Johnson from Southern Methodist Pi oral gr S  Reeeteneie 
= me and feed it some fish,” he | Universit y aceressed gg enn Britannica, Volume 19, and to The 
said | the subject, “The Free Enterprise World Book Encyclopedia, Volume 


“Anybody’'ll tell you I don’t like 
a damn dog,” he continued. “I think 
the best thing you can do with it | 
is find somebody who'll 
and it to them. I think they’re 
| inhealthy animals there 
lis. They spread all kinds of dis- 
| eases I usually treat them by giv- 
ing them a shot with a twenty-two.” 
Well, I came all the way from 
| Three Rivers just to hear a lec- 
| ture,” she said 

“Yess ma’am. and you'll be doin’ 

by not bringin’ me no 
” he replied. 
sted that she play the ra- 
e lower and maybe the 
tuld get all right 

“ony we returned to the house 
I said that I guessed that I had bet- 
}ter not a ng him any dogs for pa- 


give 


the most 


7s back 





tients 
‘Yes,” he 
recommend 


‘And don’t 
neither.” 


replied 


none to me 





throat swelled ur; ind _ its 
i 
popped out with distemper 
continued . . 
I want you to treat A Stirring Tale 
she told me 
a a za . . 
**Get yoru dog out of my A p 
I told her Lants , 
*‘*‘Maybe I ought to take 
some place else,’ she said By J. HENRY MARTINDALE 
**You can take him to the lower | Written for The Texas Observer 
place if vou want to,’ I said. ‘T'll LOCKHART 
just give him a shot and the only} ~~... nae 
a - ,.,| There once lived in our town, 
thing I have left to give him a shot 
Be nageegs | t men One was a big six 
with is a twenty-two rifle ’ + Rbiee 
“ . eI The other was a little 
One of the hotel’s patrons was . ' 
a tee The six footer was a 
sitting down the counter with a cold , 
‘ . en..a..e | Sembler The runt earned his 
and cough. He was Frank Stanford | : os 
ke by playing a piano in the 


of Stanford Roofing 
Company 

“They ought to make me 
tor around here to keep them peo- 
ple out. I'd have them coming in 
here with a clean bill of health,” 
Doc said 

“Old Frank’s got the distemper 
and you'll get it too if you don’t 
watch out. He’s sitting over there} 
coughing and sneezing away. He'll 
swell up like one of them there old 
horses and I'll have to lance his 
throat so he can breathe. I’ve cured 
many a old horse that way. Then 
I'll get me a tub full of old rubber 
boot soles and rage and pour tar 


and Supply 


inspec- 


over them and set it afire and 
stick his head down in it till he 
passes out. He won't have dis- 
temper any more. It'll be all cleared 
up,” he said 
* 
“One time old man George Ray 


brought me one of his old hound 
dogs with the distemper 
tinued. 

“‘T’m sure fond of this old dog.’ 
he said. ‘I want you to do all you 
possibly can to save him. He’s been 
with me a long time’.” (The late | 
George Ray was a 
rancher and oil, man from Pettus.) 


he con- 


rnillionaire Congressman 


halls and houses of 
They were bosom 


saloons, pool 
ill repute 
pals 

One day the big man bet the lit- 
| tle man $50 that he couldn't play 


|} the piano for a 24-hour stretch 
|The boys about town manifested 


much interest and many side bets 
were placed . As the deadline 
| neared, the pool hall where the 
|colossal event took place was 
| packed with cow pokes and others 
The crowd's emotions were 
with cheers for their favorite, em- 
| anating kinda like at a Texas-A&M 


mixed | 


of a Gambler, 


And His Due Redress 


Along about four 
minutes before the 24 hours was up, 
the big man strode into the pool 
hall and put the little man to sleep 
by knocking him from the piano 
stool with an axe handle . The 
big man pocketed his winnings with 
a grin. 

A few days later the big man got 
dead drunk. He was put to bed in a 
downtown rooming house The 
little man took some baling wire 
and tied the big drunk fast to his 
bed Then he, the little man, 
took an axe handle and whaled the 
dickens out of the big man. 

The big man soon recovered from 
ithe severe beating. The pair con- 
|tinued to be bosom pals, and they, 
and the boys about town, laughed 
|loud and long about it all for many 
days 

Names are not used for fear some 
of their descendants might take an 
| axe handle to the writer 


football game 





More Than 150 





BURNET 





workshops 
under the aus 


Bureau for Economic 


= 


problems 


Texas 
tanding 
last speaker was 
Ed Gossett, 


of the 
Unders 
The former 


now 


Texas chief counsel for Southwest- 


Teachers Attend 


Workshop on Economic Problems’ 


His 
“Would aj} 
of our Eco- | 


ern Bell Telephone 
subject was, 


Substantial Alteration 


Company 


assigned 


nomic System Jeopardize our Po- | 
tical System and Our Constitu- 
tion?” 

The speaker last fall was Dr. 


George Hester of Southwestern 
University, Georgetown, wose 
subject was “Fundamentals of Ele- 
mentary Economics.” Dr. Richard 


adopt it| 


| Sy stem Rests on Certain Funda- 
| mental Concepts Which May Not Be 
|Removed without Jeopardizing the 

Entire System.” 


117. The DAR objected to portions 
devoted to Soviet Russia. 


Our Better Half (1) 


The meetings are always held in 


Burnet. After the guest speaker 

gives his address, the teachers aré¢ (Letter published Feb. 19 in the 

divided into three groups for sup-| Dallas Morning News under the 

|per at the three largest cafes. They | title “Disgusting, Isn’t it?”) 

|re-assemble later for a discussion 

period. Questions are usually pro-|To the Dallas News: 

vocative and the resulting discus- Isn’t it disgusting to think that 

sion lively our lives have been sold down the 
The Texas Bureau for Economic |Tiver, our children’s lives mort- 


rams | gaged, our government doesn’t fight 
+he | wars to win them but to appease 





ft 
Understanding plans the 


and pays the expenses of — 

speaker and supper for the group. |them and that all we can do is just 
Bob Lawrence, director and execu- | Wait around day by day until some 
tive secretary, attends all meetings.|night in our sleep we'll all be 


blown to bits? 
GEORGE LEDERER 


Of the approximately 400 teach- 





ers in the five-county area, from 

150 to 200 attend regularly Six Dallas 

meetings are held a year (Published in the interests of pub- 
EDWIN SUE GOREE lic sanitation.) 








To A University 


Mine 
proper for a 


fallen low 
stylishly 


Ah! pity ‘tis, rva’'s 
But, 
And quite 

As you can 


This 


goddess 
sfully, 


OS to th 
tell | Dy tnis 


succe 
her gleaming crib, 
morticed tower of static fact 


marble, brick and 


Minerva's gone a-whoring O, 
In gowns original, Carnegie’s best, 
Transparent silks with bodice low 


And sequins sparkling down her icy breast 


Her garden, ah! her garden is the pride 
Of all the town. The Women‘s Club 
And frequently a book or civic league 
Comes there for tea 

And praises Minnie’s greenery, 

As neat, as trim, as disciplined, 

As antiseptic as her azure nails 


And all the shrubs are plump with birds 

Of every kind, of every hue, and all are tame 
And when Minerva wills, they sing 

With cadence sure, a quasi Bach Magnificat! 
And yet,—most odd—they warble all the same. 


Minerva’s fallen stylishly, 

With Magnin ribbons for her hair 

If gentlemen succumb to her, 

Their stylish wives will never, never care 


Minerva’s room, I’ve heard, is hung 

With banks of mirrors round the golden walls 
And windowless, it’s richly lit 

With Orient lamps of graven brass 

And near the bed of half-release 

Are vapor-oozing phials of sweet chanel 





Our town is brighter now that Minnie’s turned professional 
3ut much is vanished, too, since Minnie fell, 
So I, a stodgy puritan, a pity say, 
And say to all that’s gone, farewell 
RGS 
Austin 














P. 


wi 


whe 
the 
that 
in ¢ 
firn 
the 
tihe 


nor 

kno 
nan 
Cor 


Ace 
Ace 
an | 
Sup 
Tex 
able 


the 
“da 
cor 


Sta 
Shi 
alic 
Ace 
$25, 
its 


Boa 


stoc 


of | 
tive 
and 
the 
ter 
of | 


tive 
den 


ers. 


nec 
Sur 





Stal 
Sait 


this 
Ho] 
whi 
the 
Hol 


thir 








THI 
col 


Glas 
Aus 
day 


unde 
bene 
sign 
duly 
cred 
mus 
noti 
cons 
mon 
cati 


at 








ica- 


ted 
Xas, 
fer- 


the 
{rs 

lis, 
erg 


{rs. 
er” 
ber 


tee 


1." 
VS; 

in 
Ss- 
r’s 
di- 


is- 
lia 
he 
ne 
ns 











Page 7 February 21, 1955 
THE TEXAS OBSERVER 





Corbin-Acers 


Exchange- 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Acers said that he has “no idea” 
what Corbin was talking abcut on 
the Senate floor when he charged 
that Acers is “in the beer business” 
in a Jefferson County distributing 
firm. Corbin said the evidence is in 
the federal alcohol tax records of 
tithe Bureau of Internal Revenue. 
“I am neither an officer, director, 
nor stockholder, as I’m sure is well 
known,” Acers said. Neither man 
named the corporation, nor did 
Corbin cite his evidence. 

Corbin also said on the floor that 
Acers is in “the feed business.” 
Acers confirmed this. He said he is 
an officer of the Farmers Feed and 
Supply Company of Woodville, 
Texas, but that he has “no conceiv- 
able idea” what Corbin’s point is. 

Acers referred the reporter to 
the Secretary of State’s office for 
“dates and places” about the feed 
company. The charter for the com- 
pany on file with the Secretary of 
State shows that Governor Allan 
Shivers subscribed to $8,400, Mari- 
alice Shivers 8,300, and Maurice 
Acers $8,300 of the fully-paid-in 
$25,000 corporation at the time of 
its incorporation June 28 , 1951. 
Those three persons constitute the 
Board of Directors and are the only 
stockholders. 

On June 29, 1951, the Secretary 
of State received from the Execu- 
tive Department “By messenger” 
and in an envelope without postage 
the filing fee of $91.73 for the char- 
ter and taxes. The photostatic copy 
of the charter was to be mailed to 
“Governor Allan Shivers, Execu- 
tive Department, Austin, Texas.” 

Woodville is given as the resi- 
dence of Allan and Marialice Shiv- 
ers, Mission is listed for Acers. 

Acers said he had “no apologies 

. to anybody at all” for his con- 
nection with the Farmers Feed and 
Supply Company. 

“If the truth is used in every, in- 
stance, I have no worries,” Acers 
Said. 

Acers also confirmed a report in 
this newspaper last week that B. H. 
Holsomback, mayor of Crystal City, 
who is involved now in a suit by 
the State for recovery of funds paid 
Holsomback and another party in 
a group veterans’ land deal, is his 
third cousin. 

“I do not know whether he’s buy- 
ing or selling,” Acers said. “I have 


Highlights of Corbin Resolution 


is an account of the debate , 
on the Corbin resolution as it de- 
veloped on the Senate floor: 
Senator Wardlow Lane, Center, 
asked: “Are running the sum- 


Here 


you 


mer political race over again?” “As 
far as I know,” Corbin replied, 
“there was nothing in the campaign 
about Mr. Acers and beer interests 
No, sir, I’m starting this fourth term 
race.” 

There was objection to sending 
the resolution to committee, and 
Lt.eGov. Ben Ramsey laid the bill 
out for discussion. Corbin had 
asked merely for a committee re- 
ferral. 

Corbin said that if the resolution 
were adopted “they would lose 
their first assistant in the Govern- 


knew it would not 
aged in 


or’s office.” He 
Acers is eng 
business, he 


said 
distributing 
in the 


pass, he 
the beer 
said, 


as shown records of the 


alcoholic division of the Federal 
Bureau of Internal Revenue He 
also had information, he said, that 
Acers is engaged in “the beer busi- 


and federal drouth aid to 
“ties in to his activities in 


” 


ness,” 
farmers 
the feed business. 

“It’s dawned on me,” said the 
West Texas “that if we 
can relieve duties in 


legislator, 


him of these 


the Governor’s office, he will have 
more time for his outside interests, 


| 
| 





KILMER CORBIN 


| interests of the people of Texas.” 


| investigated.” There was a ripple of 


| be—” 


| shot 
|member of this Senate that I'll in- 
| troduce 


that 


which might be conflicting with the 


resolution, he said, “merely 
little phase I wanted 


The 
incorporates a 


laughter. 
He sat down with: | 
“IT don’t have any other remarks 


unless there is some other friendly 
question.” 

There had not been any friendly 
questions. 

Senator Johnnie B. Rogers, sport- 
ing a sharp blue suit, took the floor 
then. 

He said he did not rise to defend 
or prosecute Mr. Acers. He said he 
did not know about Acers’s busi-- 
ness activities and was “not inter- 
ested.” Who the Governor hires as 
his administrative assistant “or 
the porter he hires to clean up his 
office” is in his, the Governor’s, 
purview. But, said Rogers of “this 
unfortunate resolution” 

“T do rise to defend the dignity of 
this Senate. It hasn’t ever been 
used to embarass individuals or run 
defunct campaigns or ones in the 
future. It is for serious legislation, 
and I think the propriety of the 
Senate has been imposed upon. I 
think this resolution should be sum- 
marily killed and expunged from 
the record. This Senate should not 
be used for the embarassment of—” 

Senator Corbin interrupted: 


“Do you operate under the the- j;on grounds that it wa 
ory that one who conducts business | dented and that 


out of the Governor’s office should 





“I’m not trying this case, I am 
convinced you have no motive but | 
to embarass Governor Shivers or | 
Mr. Acers.” 

“Embarass is your word, I didn’t ! 
use it Do you have any doubt | 
that this resolution will be killed?” | 

“No doubt, Senator,” Rogers said 

“T don’t either,” said Corbin 

“In fact, I hope it will be so 
unanimous that it will deter you | 
from introducing such a thing | 
again—” | 

“Do you’ understand,” Corbin | 
back, “that as long as I’m a 


any resolution I see fit?” 

Rogers said he understood that. | 
Sen. Ottis Lock, Lufkin, declared | 
“these self-same allegations” 


|it’s true 


the Senate floor’ and 
|of the cleanest your 
Texas.” 


were made to attack SI Parkhouse said: 
summer through news; ‘I hope that the newspapermen 
and television. ‘Tt leave out what he (Corbin) 
were refuted,” he said aid and Senator Lock and me, 
thority higher than tt 
people of Texas.” irkhouse concluded that he re- 
Lock condemned \ ted remarks made about a man 
“charges and innuend clean and fine” with such a 
selfish purposes tryir rd in the FBI and elsewhere, 
the finest Governor who has undergone every 
ever had” and Maurice Acers has.” 


ator Lock the floor at 


crashing down on the Sen: took 
He said he didn’t want t e and said: 

the resolution by mo. I disagree with the Senator from 
it but opposed it I kinda hope that they will 

No one had actu: what I say. 

table the resolution. R ave no intent to bar 
called for a ation. We're having 
What I am 


any in- 


vote investi- 


bin’s voice was rais¢ all over the hill 

fense; all others wh« ed to, Mr. President, «nd 

No. nbers of the Senate, is for this 
Lock then moved nat provide a forum whereby 

the resolution from tl ne may come and for po- 

that is, not print rposes and for political 

journal es alone rehash charges and 
“Expunge is a lor itions that have already been 


bin said, “but I 
knock it out as 


were made 


in such a way,” 


never introduced I ! L, aid, “that a maximum num- 
things might be f people heard them. And they 
record by certain adr no, we’re on to you, we don’t 


leaders—but I intend 
dent—even at the risk of Corbin asked for a record vote 
unpopular with my «x Ramsey said a record vote had 
oppose the closed not been called for. Everyone who 
closed mouth in this Leg oted but Corbin said aye. Corbin 

Corbin argued against said no. 





“the st 
on the other foot some dz 
Then Parkhouse took 
He launched into one 
fervent orations he 





to make. 
He slammed “th 
derogatory” resolut 


of the finest young 

“I. don’t 
or untrue 

that no one has a right 


care, Senat 


Parkhouse then added 

“And I say to you tl 
are without sin, dor 
stone.” 

There was then a 
floor. Parkhouse said 
know, maybe Corbin v 
sin. Corbin said no he 





MAURICE ACERS 








STUDENTS HEARD ON TUITION INCREASE 


(Continued from Page 1) 
would work an undue hardship on | 
some students, he said: “It will be 
hard on some but they can get out 
and earn $50 more.” 





per student, per year, was $584. He 


to drop out of school because of | 
this, it’s grossly unfair.” 


Gillham said the cost to the state 


said students are paying only $50 





know plenty of plac ‘Guess again,” said Sadler. “The 


can get it.” truth is that 70 per cent are not 
“Where?” said G le to pay the full cost without 
rrowing the money.” 





“Taxes,” said Sadle 
sales tax 


“Don’t you think that’s a rather 


gure?” Gillham said. 


on educatior 












thee. — — every two years or} At the opening of the hearing./, year now, and they should help} Sadler said a high at all,” said Sadler 
pod ngs Rep. Jerry Saddler decided against|}.3; the burden of state expense.|amendment created st 3 a — ; a 2 
c $ ‘ 7 osnwedo > os J- 7 yao ‘ i ia . 

Asked if he had ever received mincing his words. He said: I want |«puition costs for state supported] “so the poor childr byes a en 
any requests to expedite group land|no misunderstanding. I'm here to} .nools in Texas are way out of|<chool.” Gillham allov pester rence preg s 
deals, he said the files would] whip this bill. I want to kill it. kill]), é , . ' : ission on whether it was “good 
+ : 4 rig = : ia line with those in other states.|he didn’t think it singli tudents to have to work for 
“speak best on that,” but that any | it dead.” Texas is among the very lowest in | exact class of people ce a es ee : : asked 
inquiry of that sort would be sent He then proce eded to stand by tuition.” a heir education, someone asked 

P : Tht ‘ é -entage liham i . ¢ i ight . 
to the Veterans’ Land Board by|his word. When Gillham stated that | iT , - ge : ee a if he thought this might be 
routine referral phrased something|the tuition increases would hurt To this, Sadler said: “We should | og eres ee wed the sort of thing that causes young 
like “Attached hereto is a letter|only a “very small percentage of|be proud of the fact we have ching |i he ui¢ “rs - a eople . turn Communist. 
which is self-explanatory.” students,” Sadler snapped: education in Texas. There’s nothing | higher learning,” Sadl I think if a fellow is ttn eed be 

The Senate debate is recounted in| “They're just the ones I’m fight-|to be ashamed about. If our state | Oh, about 10 per cent pero a ee ee 
part elsewhere on this page. ing for ... If one student is forced | colleges must have more money I ' ham. hing we can do about it. 

Texas, which is also his post office ad- WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk “The name or firm CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
dress. of the District Courts of Travis County, | Partnership is to be cond THE STATE OF TEXAS 
IFIED ADS (s) MARTIN H. BOOZER Texas. ye rO Carl V. O'Grady Defendant, in the 
Martin H. Boozer, Assignee Issued wnd given under my hand and the an 2 re ae wa te = sadly ereinafter styled and numbered cause: 
44-3 seal of said Court at office in the City of line aa 8 careday. otati 4 You are hereby commanded to appear 


To submit a classified ad, write Drawer 
F, Capitol Station, Austin. or call 70746. 


Help Wanted 


STRINGERS—The Texas Observer is 
building up a bank of reliable reporters 
all over Texas. Professional reporters of 
an enlightened turn of mind are urged 
to contact the Editor, The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES— 
If you have some spare time and would 
like to help The Texas Observer grow, 
write the Business Manager for advertis- 
ing solicitation forms. Percentage of sales 
ean be arranged. The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 


LEGAL ADS 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 
TO THE CREDITORS OF AUSTIN 
GLASS CORPORATION: 

You are hereby notified that Austin 
Glass Corporation, a Texas corporation, of 
Austin, Travis County, Texas, on the 28th 
day of January, A. D. 1955, executed a 
deed of assignment, conveying to the 
undersigned all of its property for the 
benefit of creditors and that the under- 
signed has accepted said trust, and has 
duly qualified as required by law. All 
creditors consenting to said assignment 
must, within four (4) months after this 
notice, make known to the assignee their 
consent in writing, and within six (6) 
months from the time of the first publi- 
cation of this notice file their claims, as 
prescribed by law, with the undersigned 
at 116 Barton Springs Road, Austin, 











CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Carlota Martinez, Defendant, in the 
hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 
You are hereby commanded to appear 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 10 
o’clock A. M. of the first Monday after 
the expiration of 42 days from the date of 
issuance hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o’clock A. M. of ae the 4th 
day of April, 1955, and answer the peti- 
tion of plaintiff in Cause ae Ah 99,448, 
in which Jesus Martinez is Plaintiff and 
Carlota Martinez is defendant, filed in 
said Court on the 20th day of September, 
1954, and the nature of which said suit is 
as follows: 
action and prayer for judg- 
Plaintiff and against 
of divorce dissolving 


Being an 
ment in favor of 
Defendant for decree 
the bonds of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said parties; Plain- 
tiff alleges cruel treatment on the part of 
Defendant towards him of such a nature 
as to render their further living together 
as husband and wife wholly insupportable ; 
Plaintiff further alleges that four minor 
ehildren, the issue of said union, are now 
living with Plaintiff, who is the proper 
person to be awarded their custody and 
control and for which he prays judgment 
of the Court; Plaintiff further prays for 
relief, general and special; no community 
property exists; 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Original Petition on file in this 
office and to which reference is hereby 
made for al] intents and purposes ; 

If this citation is not served within 90 
days after date of its issuance, it shal] be 








returned unserved. 


Austin, tits the 14th day of February, 


1955. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 
By (s) GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 
45-4 


NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
INCORPORATE WITHOUT CHANGE 
OF NAME 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Notice is hereby given that: Walter W 
B. Williams, N. R. Wells, John L. Kirby 
and Richard Minor, et al doing business as 
United Thrift Store intend to incorporate 
such business without a change of name 
after the expiration of thirty (30) days 
from this the 21st day of February, A. D 
1955. 

UNITED THRIFT STORE 
WALTER W. B. WILLIAMS 


by (s) 
Williams, President 


Walter W. B. 
45-4 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Notice is hereby given that John Kopp 
and John Arnold, partners, composing the 
firm of Kopp and Arnold, intend to in- 
corporate such firm without a change of 
the firm name after the expiration of 
thirty days from this date, the 14th day 
of February, 1955. 

KOPP & ARNOLD 
By (s) JOHN KOPP 
By (s) JOHN ARNOLD 
45-4 


ADVERTISEMENT OF LIMITED 
PARTNERSHIP 

We, the subscribers, have this day en- 
tered into a limited partnership agreeably 
to the provisions of the Revised Statutes 
relating to limited partnerships; and do 
hereby certify that the terms of our said 
partnership are as follows: 





Rect Sinai, Genin” Sean ore the 126th District Court of Travis 
ae aaah air aan ake doen inty, Texas, to be held at the court- 
cial aesinens Rel Hy 6 se of said county in the City of Aus- 
eiehier por Ane prone Travis County, Texas, at or before 

‘ : lock A. M. of the first Monday after 











— al — ll - d a Ply days from the date 
laces oO de o f issuance hereof; that is to say, at or 
shane ai cask TAYL me ef 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday the 
— . , of March, 1955, and answer the 

—_ G. NOBLE. cence: ; etition of plaintiff in Cause _Number 
i cetiiinnd: kiaatien. Semi 26, in which Bonnie O’Grady is Plain- 
of resi » 4 ’ ff and Carl V. O’Grady is defendant, 


sini uadeial came len cont iled in said Court on the 19th day of 
pce st ke te Two TI lary, 1955, and the nature of which 
‘ i suit is as follows: 


Yollars in cash. . : 
Do I € ng an action and prayer for judg- 


wi e period at which t Be. 1 

t es . Sth de t in favor of Plaintiff and against 
y Pie Ms rc ot ; “ " 

1955 and the period at ndant for decree of divorce dissolving 

‘ the ynds of matrimony heretofore and 


is the list da . : ° P 
existing between said parties; Plain- 





ees , i he ot 2 alleges cruel treatment on the part of 
Executes ~ cihis HG} fendant towards her of such a nature 
* : render their further living together 


fe TANT isband and wife altogether insup- 
; igkes” = table: Plaintiff further prays for -the 








4 of her former name, Bonnie 
— Plain tiff further alleges that no 

“en were born of said union and no 

NOTICE OF INTENTIO? mmunity property exists; Plaintiff fur- 
INCORPORATI t prays for relief, general and special; 

COUNTY OF HARRISON ‘ of which more fully appears from 
iintiff’s Original Petition on file in this 


STATE OF TEXAS 

TO WHOM IT MAY CoD 
Notice is hereby giver 

Cardenas, Clarence A. E\ 

Sheeler, partners, composir WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 

Pan American Engineering & the District Courts of Travis County, 


of Longview, Texas, intend t t Texas. 
such firm under the name I issued and given under my hand and 





his citation is not served within 90 
after the date of its issuance, it shall 
eturned unserved. 


can Engineering, Incorporated, af e\;the seal of said Court at office in the 
expiration of thirty days from this date, | City of- Austin, this the 19th day of 
the 22nd day of January, 19! January, 1955. 

PAN eae AN EN( RING (s) O. T. MARTIN, JR. 


Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


ASSOCIATES 
By: is CLARENCE A EV ANS 
42-4 Partner By (s) 





SENATORS MOURN 





Top Bills Said Sunk Early 


Bills calling for the establishment of a water program and insurance reforms advanced | 
in the Legislature last week, but from two senators came bitter predictions of failure | 


on both counts. 


Senator Jimmy Phillips of Angleton said 


“you can kiss the insurance reforms goodbye. 


” 


Senator Crawford Martin of Hillsboro said “any water program by the 54th Legisla- 


ture is seriously goopardized. 
Both made their 
after bills they 


gioomy If as 


were favoring wet 








treated unkind!y bv Senate commit 
tees 

The Senat Committers 
ance refused immediate approval 
a bill to place sales of insuran 
stocks unde egulation by the Sx 
curities Commissioner in the Se 
tary of State's offic: 

Despite pleas from Phillips a 
the bill’s author, Senat Willia 
S. Fly of Victoria, the measure w 
consigned to a subcommittee for an 
indefinite period 

Phillips said Fly's ill is 
guts of the insurance reform 
the one most important bill Sale 
of insurance securities t A 
subject to regulation by any state 
iwency 

Martin raised his voice in pro- 
test when his omnibus wat 
was sidetracked yy tl 
Rights, Irrigation and Drainas 





Committee 


lenges constitutl 





Texas Water Resources committe: 
slate of nine separate ls, sh ld 
they finallv pass t houses 

The senator from Hill C 
filed a minority report, following 


disapproval of his Senate Bill 76 


He said the committee action jeop- 
ardized any water program by the 
54th Legislature 

Citing the Constitution. Mart 


said Article 3, Section 34 forbids 
passage into law a bill conta 
the same substance as one which 
has already been considered and 
defeated by either House 

Martin’s omnibus water 
corporates all of the features of the 


nine Water Resources Program bil 
introduced by Sen: 








deman, San 
backed by Texas soil cons¢ ati 
groups and provides for 
tion, financing, and adm 
of a statewide water yrogra 
Martin's bill does not require a 
stitutional amendment: the W 
Resources progra es 
. 

Other wat r 5 
form action 

The Water Res s ( 
sion proposal! for finar ga T 
water development nd tl 
$100 million bond issus 
proved by a Senate comr 

A bill to | g sa f 
secu £ ~ 
State Ir Cc nw 
first endors« t I 
103 to 35. It was a ‘ 
legislators seeking t the iz 
ance board ath Nan ¢ Se 
ties Commissior handle 
lations. Neither supervis 
ance stock sales now 

Representative Joe Pool of I 
las m< et vigor 1 nr 
fails to protect t | I 
not do anything but cl 


‘Dignity of Man’ Garcia Topic 
At Race Relations 


Dr. Hector : 
Christi will discuss t 
“dignity for all men in Texas 
the main address 
the annual conference 
Commission on Race Relations 

The two-day meeting wil! be he! 
in the International Room of 
Texas Union on the campus of the 
University of Texas here 

There will also be a 


Gare 


panel dis- 
cussion Friday on “the progress and 


unfinished business of race rela- 


tions in Texas.” Saturday morning 
nire students from various 
tr.es now attending Texas univer 
sities will make brief talks on “The 
Significance of Race 
World Democracy.” 

Dr. Garcia, founder of the Amer- 
ican GI Forum, will address 
expected 200 delegates at 8:15 Fri- 
day night on “Why we need dig- 
nity for all men in Texas.” 
will be preceded by a report from | 
Thomas Sutherland, director of the 
Commission. 


He said the action chal- 





Angelo His bill is 





Friday night at 


coun- 
Relations in 
the 


His talk | DUseer. 


ter racial understanding and coop- 
ation founded on the Fatherhood 
f God and the Brotherhood of 
and to work through all pos- 
annels to correct racial in- 
and injustices.” 
Religion, education, labor, busi- 
he press, and the armed ser- 
expected to be repre- 
P s at anel Frida 
a at 2 Ww nciude 
Mon James Boyle of San An- 
t vy. E i Hei hn, Ur 
e! y Met st Church, Austin 
Chris Dixie nd R t Eckhardt 
Houst attorneys; U. S. Tate, Dal 
las attorney; Mrs. Nanie Be Ay- 
cock, Texas Southern University 
| Houston; Carter Wesley, editor, Th« 
|Informer, Houston; and Ronnie 
editor, The Texas Ob- 
| server 
Mrs. James S. Crate of Houston is 
chairman of the Commission 


espectability it ll illo \ 
hem to go and sell watered st 

Three other insurance bills re 
favorable recommendations 
a House committee Or | 

ld I ré life ins an 
igents’ license fees, providing funds}; 
r close examination of appli-| 
cants Another would increase | 
: $20,000 to $40,000 the axi- 


| 
group | 
ld per- | 
) pay agents | 
as legal re-| 


policy to be written in 
life insurance. The third wou 
companies t 


t mutual 


he same commissions 
serve panies, if they observe | 
financial standards 
* 
Meanw the first major legis- | 
the ession went to Gov- | 
Shivers. The Senate passed | 
1 House bill permitting banks to 
erate on a five-day week 
The ill will become law when 
t Governor signs it. The bill 
would reduce from twelve to six 
nber of legal hol days and 
permit banks to close any weekday 
they choose A five-day veek 
i not be mandatory, only per- 
\ A bill to limit maximum 
working hours of firemen in cities 
»f 10,000 to 40,000 won House ap- 
proval and was forwarded to the 
Senate 
A bill to prohibit state payment 








f mployment benefits to work- | 
s 1d because of a labor dispute | 
in an integrated plant was given 
an 11 to 4 endorsement by the Sen- 
ate State Affairs Committe 
Known as the “Ford Company "| 
bill opponents of the measure 
dubbed it the “Model T” bill be- | 


cause it 


sation 


takes unemp] 
t back 20 years 
tor George Parkhouse Dallas 
authored the to prohibit the 
payment of jobless benefits in situ- | 
the Dallas Ford | 
where workers 


ise O a 


yyment com- 
ago.” 


of 


Sena- 


bill 
similar to 
plant 


i Deca 





by | 


mem if their union in 


Housto 
for the Texas State 
f Labor, termed 

+ | i tion 


interest legisiatl 


whether union or not, ars 





ittee. It is believed it 


Conference 


ately- | 
1ized “to fos- 


Commission is a priv 


supported group organ 





Repr 








be “toned down” to where the State 
only zulates the fireworks indus- 
try works manufacturers who | 
ipl i against a ban on all sales 
said the easure would put them 
ut of business 
Introduced late.in the week was a 
| bill which would boost taxes on 
cigarettes a penny a pack—one of 
Gov. Shivers’ proposals for balanc- | 
ing the state’s deficient budget 


esentative W. G. (Cotton) 


Kirklin of Odessa filed the bill and 


said he 


abou 


Anot 


proposing a 


boost 1 


already 


author 


would ask for a hearing in 


it two weeks 


her Shivers proposal, a bill 
two cents per g 
gasoline sales tax, has 
introduced, but the 
Murphy of Houston, 


allon 

n the 
been 

Charles 


has not yet asked for a public hear- 


ing 
Some 
alterna 
cre 
beer 
The 
outlaw 
and c 


“Books” 


bill to 


“ased 


legislators have proposed 
te levies — specifically, in- 
taxes on natural gas and 


House also advanced a bill to 


the sale of “lewd, depraved 
orruptive comic books.” 
were omitted from another 


regulate publications 


| ton 
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House, Senate Panels 


Want ‘New’ Car Limits* 


AUSTIN 

House and Senate committees 

| Were torn between two touchy al- 
| ternatives last week—the cleaning 


up of admittedly shady and unscru- 
| ° ° 
lous practices in the auto industry 


and the legislating of competition 
right out of it 

More than 100 members of the 
conscience -striken industry ap- 
peared before House and Senate 


| State Affairs Committees in a fight 
over outlawing new car sales on 
;used car lots and the licensing of 
| dealers 

The Senate committee endorsed, 
; with only one dissenting vote, a 
| bill which would take the “new’ 
out of automobiles on used car lots 
Independent dealers asserted ths 
bill would squelch competition 
since they consistently peg their 


new car prices below those of fran- 
chised dealers 

The licensing would 
prevent any but franchised dealers 


from selling new as such 


measure 


cars 





T. W. (Buckshot) Lane of Whar- 
introduced a bill that would 
permit immediate revamping of the 
membership of the Veterans Land 
Board. Instead of the Gove At- 
torney General and Land Commis- 
sioner being members, he 
membership include the Land Com- 
missioner and two citizens ap- 
pointed by the governor. 


rnor, 


proposes 


The franchised dealers are natur- 
ally for the measure, authored by 
Senator Gus Straus of Hallettsville 
It would also provide for licensing 
of the dealers. 

On the same day the dealers ap- 
peared before a House committee 
considering similar proposals. They 
admitted to the lawmakers that the 


industry needs “cleaning up” with 
such conviction that the House 
committee voted to more than 


double suggested fees set for an- 


nual new and used car dealer li- 
censes. It was sent to subcommit- 
tee for a week’s study. 


Representative W. G. Kirklin of 


Odessa suggested the increase in 
rates, over those suggested by Rep- 


resentative J. O. Gillham. Kirklin 
said: “I don’t think either side here 
smells like a rose, and if the auto- 
nobile situation is as bad as these 
men have pictured it themselves, 
this is going to cost the comptroller 
plenty of money to enforce the act.” 

A long list of abuses in the trade 
were aired: the present “open cer- 


tificate” system where a new car 
can be driven miles before being 


the 
new cars are towed across the N 


subject of a first sale; where 
Ja- 
their speedometers dis- 
wrecked 
rebuilt 


tion with 


connected; where cars 
have 


sold as new. 


been completely and 














YOUR LOCAL AGENT —6 











hii are you already know the local agent for your own 

union member-owned ICT Insurance Company. If you do, then you’re already 
familiar with his personal service to you and your community. Perhaps you know 
him as a neighbor — even as a close friend of your family. But in case you 
don't know your ICT agent, there is a still greater reason why you should meet 
him. Not only is your ICT ag 


he is your partner as well. As a representative of your company, your 
His success as an ICT agent contributes to your success as an ICT 


yourself. Hf you haven't met your ICT agent, call Western Union operator 25. 


Owned by Union Member 


Partner! 

















ICT agent shares with you its growth, success and stability. 
owner-customer. It's just good business to do business with 


It’s time you met your partner in progress. 


The §i¢T insurance } 


Company 


HOME OFFICE: Dallas, Texas @ BenJack Cage, President 


ent a good citizen and your friend, 


e Building a Better America 
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